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E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KE 

SUBJECT: U.S. VISIT OF VICE PRESIDENT MOI 

REF: A) STATE 056370; B) STATE 055918 NOTAL; C) STATE 
056356 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: SENIOR KENYAN DELEGATION LED BY VICE PRESIDENT 
MOI DEPARTED WASHINGTON MARCH 5 AFTER EXTENSIVE DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH SENIOR USG OFFICIALS ON HORN OF AFRICA AND 
KENYA'S SECURITY NEEDS. THE DELEGATION WILL HOLD 
SIMILAR DISCUSSIONS WITH UK OFFICIALS IN LONDON 
BEFORE RETURNING TO NAIROBI. DELEGATION 
DEPARTED WITH ADMINISTRATION ASSURANCES THAT USG WOULD 
GIVE SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION TO KENYA'S DEFENSE NEEDS, 

AND US MILITARY SURVEY TEAM EXPECTED TO DEPART MID- 
MARCH TO STUDY KENYAN REQUIREMENTS. DISCUSSIONS ON THE 
HORN INDICATED NO IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES ON OVERALL 
GOALS, BUT KNOWN TACTICAL DIFFERENCES SURFACED. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . KENYAN DELEGATION LED BY VICE PRESIDENT MOI AND 
COMPRISING MOST OF SENIOR GOK LEADERSHIP DEPARTED 
WASHINGTON FOR LONDON ON MARCH 5. DURING FIVE DAY STAY IN 
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US, DELEGATION MET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER, THE SECRETARY, 

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY, NSC ADVISOR BRZEZINSKI, AID ADMINI- 
STRATOR GILLIGAN AND DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DUNCAN. 
DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON CENTERED ON THE HORN AND KENYAN 
SECURITY NEEDS, AND LONDON TALKS ARE EXPECTED TO COVER 
SAME GROUND. 

2. KENYAN DELEGATION MADE CLEAR TO SENIOR US OFFICIALS ITS 
VIEW THAT DESPITE KENYA'S PREFERENCE TO CONCENTRATE ON 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, IT HAD NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO EXPAND 
ITS ARMED FORCES TO A LEVEL ADEQUATE TO PROTECT KENYA'S 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY FROM PRESENT SOMALI THREAT AND POTEN- 
TIAL FUTURE THREAT FROM MARXISM REGIME IN ETHIOPIA. DELE- 
GATION EXPRESSED VIEW THAT KENYA SHARED U.S. INTEREST IN 
CONTAINING COMMUNISM IN HORN OF AFRICA, PROTECTING SEA 
LANES, AND SAFEGUARDING PETROLEUM SOURCES. KENYANS TOOK 
POSITION THAT WITHDRAWAL OF SOMALI FORCES FROM OGADEN WOULD 
LEAVE THE SOVIETS WITH NO EXCUSE FOR REMAINING IN ETHIOPIA 
AND INDICATED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT JOINT CALL FOR 
WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET AND CUBAN COMBAT FORCES IF SOMALIS 
WITHDREW FROM OGADEN. 
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3. SENIOR U.S. OFFICIALS STATED U.S. SHARED NUMBER 
OF PRINCIPLES WITH KENYA, WAS CONCERNED ABOUT 
KENYAN SECURITY SITUATION AND WAS DEEPLY CON- 
CERNED OVER DETERIORATING SITUATION IN HORN. THEY 
NOTED SOVIETS HAD OVERARMED BOTH GSDR AND EPMG, 
INDICATED STRONG U.S. SUPPORT FOR PRINCIPLE OF 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY IN AFRICA, EXPRESSED HOPE 

FOR LESSENING OF TENSION BETWEEN KENYA AND SOMALIA, 
AND SAID IT WOULD BE EASISER FOR USG TO USE ITS 
INFLUENCE IN AREA IF THERE WERE A DROP IN LEVEL 
OF INVECTIVE BETWEEN KENYA AND SOMALIA. 

4. POSSIBLE STEPS TO END THE OGADEN CONFLICT AND 
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TO REDUCE SOVIET AND CUBAN MILITARY PRESENCE IN 
THE AREA WERE ALSO DISCUSSED IN DETAIL. WHILE 
THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT ON OVERALL GOALS AND 
SOME SPECIFIC POINTS, KNOWN TACTICAL DIFFERENCES 
IN U.S. AND KENYAN APPROACHES DID SURFACE. 

5. KENYAN DELEGATION WAS ASSURED THAT USG WOULD 
GIVE SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION TO KENYA'S DEFENSE 
NEEDS, AND U.S. MILITARY SURVEY TEAM IS EXPECTED 
TO DEPART IN MID-MARCH TO STUDY KENYAN NEEDS. 
QUESTIONS OF WHAT ADDITIONAL ARMS WOULD BE PRO- 
VIDED BY U.S. AND ITS WESTERN ALLIES AND HOW 
KENYAN EXPANSION WOULD BE FINANCED WILL REQUIRE 
FURTHER CONSULTATIONS AS WELL AS SUBMISSION 

OF SURVEY TEAM REPORT. 

6. OVERRIDING THEME OF WASHINGTON MEETINGS WAS 
JOINT REAFFIRMATION OF DESIRE FOR CONTINUED 
CLOSE RELATIONS. KENYAN AND U.S. LEADERS HAD 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET FOR FIRST TIME, AND OUR 
ASSESSMENT IS THAT KENYANS DEPARTED WITH POSITIVE 
IMPRESSION OF ADMINISTRATION AND, IN CASE OF ONE 
KENYAN ANGLOPHILE, (NJONJO), OF U.S. ITSELF. 

7. FOR LONDON AND BONN: DEPARTMENT HAS BRIEFED 
BOTH UK AND FRG EMBASSIES OF OUTCOME OF OUR 
MEETINGS WITH KENYANS. WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY 
READOUT OF LONDON STOPOVER. AT AIRPORT KENYANS 
INDICATED SOME PROBLEM HAD ARISEN OVER PREVIOUSLY- 
PLANNED BONN VISIT WHICH NOW CANCELLED. 

8. FOR NAIROBI: DELEGATION PLANS RETURN MARCH 11. 

WILL INFORM YOU OF DETAILS ON MILITARY SURVEY TEAM AS 
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THEY BECOME AVAILABLE. AT PRESENT, TEAM TENTATIVELY 
PLANNING MARCH 16 DEPARTURE. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: U.S. VISIT OF VICE PRESIDENT MOI 

REF: A) STATE 056370; B) STATE 055918 NOTAL; C) STATE 
056356 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: SENIOR KENYAN DELEGATION LED BY VICE PRESIDENT 
MOI DEPARTED WASHINGTON MARCH 5 AFTER EXTENSIVE DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH SENIOR USG OFFICIALS ON HORN OF AFRICA AND 
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KENYA'S SECURITY NEEDS. THE DELEGATION WILL HOLD 
SIMILAR DISCUSSIONS WITH UK OFFICIALS IN LONDON 
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BEFORE RETURNING TO NAIROBI. DELEGATION 

DEPARTED WITH ADMINISTRATION ASSURANCES THAT USG WOULD 

GIVE SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION TO KENYA'S DEFENSE NEEDS, 

AND US MILITARY SURVEY TEAM EXPECTED TO DEPART MID- 
MARCH TO STUDY KENYAN REQUIREMENTS. DISCUSSIONS ON THE 
HORN INDICATED NO IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES ON OVERALL 
GOALS, BUT KNOWN TACTICAL DIFFERENCES SURFACED. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . KENYAN DELEGATION LED BY VICE PRESIDENT MOI AND 
COMPRISING MOST OF SENIOR GOK LEADERSHIP DEPARTED 
WASHINGTON FOR LONDON ON MARCH 5. DURING FIVE DAY STAY IN 
US, DELEGATION MET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER, THE SECRETARY, 

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY, NSC ADVISOR BRZEZINSKI, AID ADMINI- 
STRATOR GILLIGAN AND DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DUNCAN. 
DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON CENTERED ON THE HORN AND KENYAN 
SECURITY NEEDS, AND LONDON TALKS ARE EXPECTED TO COVER 
SAME GROUND. 

2. KENYAN DELEGATION MADE CLEAR TO SENIOR US OFFICIALS ITS 
VIEW THAT DESPITE KENYA'S PREFERENCE TO CONCENTRATE ON 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, IT HAD NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO EXPAND 
ITS ARMED FORCES TO A LEVEL ADEQUATE TO PROTECT KENYA'S 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY FROM PRESENT SOMALI THREAT AND POTEN- 
TIAL FUTURE THREAT FROM MARXISM REGIME IN ETHIOPIA. DELE- 
GATION EXPRESSED VIEW THAT KENYA SHARED U.S. INTEREST IN 
CONTAINING COMMUNISM IN HORN OF AFRICA, PROTECTING SEA 
LANES, AND SAFEGUARDING PETROLEUM SOURCES. KENYANS TOOK 
POSITION THAT WITHDRAWAL OF SOMALI FORCES FROM OGADEN WOULD 
LEAVE THE SOVIETS WITH NO EXCUSE FOR REMAINING IN ETHIOPIA 
AND INDICATED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT JOINT CALL FOR 
WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET AND CUBAN COMBAT FORCES IF SOMALIS 
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WITHDREW FROM OGADEN. 

3. SENIOR U.S. OFFICIALS STATED U.S. SHARED NUMBER 
OF PRINCIPLES WITH KENYA, WAS CONCERNED ABOUT 
KENYAN SECURITY SITUATION AND WAS DEEPLY CON- 
CERNED OVER DETERIORATING SITUATION IN HORN. THEY 
NOTED SOVIETS HAD OVERARMED BOTH GSDR AND EPMG, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


INDICATED STRONG U.S. SUPPORT FOR PRINCIPLE OF 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY IN AFRICA, EXPRESSED HOPE 
FOR LESSENING OF TENSION BETWEEN KENYA AND SOMALIA, 
AND SAID IT WOULD BE EASISER FOR USG TO USE ITS 
INFLUENCE IN AREA IF THERE WERE A DROP IN LEVEL 
OF INVECTIVE BETWEEN KENYA AND SOMALIA. 

4. POSSIBLE STEPS TO END THE OGADEN CONFLICT AND 
TO REDUCE SOVIET AND CUBAN MILITARY PRESENCE IN 
THE AREA WERE ALSO DISCUSSED IN DETAIL. WHILE 
THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT ON OVERALL GOALS AND 
SOME SPECIFIC POINTS, KNOWN TACTICAL DIFFERENCES 

IN U.S. AND KENYAN APPROACHES DID SURFACE. 

5. KENYAN DELEGATION WAS ASSURED THAT USG WOULD 
GIVE SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION TO KENYA'S DEFENSE 
NEEDS, AND U.S. MILITARY SURVEY TEAM IS EXPECTED 
TO DEPART IN MID-MARCH TO STUDY KENYAN NEEDS. 
QUESTIONS OF WHAT ADDITIONAL ARMS WOULD BE PRO- 
VIDED BY U.S. AND ITS WESTERN ALLIES AND HOW 
KENYAN EXPANSION WOULD BE FINANCED WILL REQUIRE 
FURTHER CONSULTATIONS AS WELL AS SUBMISSION 

OF SURVEY TEAM REPORT. 

6. OVERRIDING THEME OF WASHINGTON MEETINGS WAS 
JOINT REAFFIRMATION OF DESIRE FOR CONTINUED 
CLOSE RELATIONS. KENYAN AND U.S. LEADERS HAD 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET FOR FIRST TIME, AND OUR 
ASSESSMENT IS THAT KENYANS DEPARTED WITH POSITIVE 
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IMPRESSION OF ADMINISTRATION AND, IN CASE OF ONE 
KENYAN ANGLOPHILE, (NJONJO), OF U.S. ITSELF. 

7. FOR LONDON AND BONN: DEPARTMENT HAS BRIEFED 
BOTH UK AND FRG EMBASSIES OF OUTCOME OF OUR 
MEETINGS WITH KENYANS. WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY 
READOUT OF LONDON STOPOVER. AT AIRPORT KENYANS 
INDICATED SOME PROBLEM HAD ARISEN OVER PREVIOUSLY- 
PLANNED BONN VISIT WHICH NOW CANCELLED. 

8. FOR NAIROBI: DELEGATION PLANS RETURN MARCH 11. 

WILL INFORM YOU OF DETAILS ON MILITARY SURVEY TEAM AS 
THEY BECOME AVAILABLE. AT PRESENT, TEAM TENTATIVELY 
PLANNING MARCH 16 DEPARTURE. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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